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This is a subject in which, notwithstanding the researches of previous enquirers, much room still remains for investigation, and regarding which, both as to its nature and consequences, the most vague and contradictory ideas are entertained-some of them, like most other errors once established in medicine, being apparently as difficult to remove, as they are certain to exert an injurious tendency in their practical application.
Dentition, in the most common acceptation of the word, appears to be too frequently confined to that period at which the temporary teeth make their appearance above the gum; and in this restricted sense of the term, we have constant reference made to a number of affections occurring during infancy, and attributed to the morbid influence of, exclusively, the eruptive stage of this process, under the various names of teething, cutting the teeth, etc. etc., all having regard to the penetration of the tissue enclosing the tooth-as if this were effected, not according to a vital process, but by mechanical force-while the other stages, exhibiting less obvious phenomena, are never taken into account at all. It is of importance, in the consideration of this subject, to bear in mind that the process of dentition, being in all its st tges a natural one, regulated by relatively the same physiological laws as other healthy actions, ought to proceed without constitutional disturbance; that it does so in all animals, so far as 1855.] we know, with the exception of man; and that, in his case, when disturbance does take place, it is to be regarded as arising from some peculiar abnormal condition of the parts concerned in, and not all as an inherent effect of the process itself". 
